
 

 

 

 

March 29, 2019 

 

 

Bill Whitmar 

Director, State Public Health Laboratory 

Department of Health and Senior Services 

P.O. Box 570 

Jefferson City, MO  65102 

 

Dear Mr. Whitmar: 

 

On behalf of its member hospitals that submit laboratory samples for testing newborns for metabolic 

and genetic disorders, the Missouri Hospital Association offers comments regarding the proposed 

amendment of 19 CSR 25-36.010, as published in the March 1, 2019 issue of the Missouri Register.   

 

The proposed regulation would raise the cap on fees charged by the department for such testing. 

Currently, the cap is $95. The proposed regulation would increase it to $135. The fiscal note on the 

proposed regulation indicates that a portion of the increased fee capacity would pay the cost of 

implementing two tests mandated by Senate Bill 50 of the 2017 session of the Missouri General 

Assembly. That amount appears be $15.75 over the first two years, considering both public and 

private sector costs listed in the fiscal note.  

 

However, the proposed regulation allows the fee to be increased by a total of $40. The fiscal note, but 

not the regulation itself, indicates that the “additional fee increases will be implemented by DHSS as 

necessary to financially support inflationary costs and additional testing that may be added to the 

newborn screening panel in the future.” The remaining $24.25 in fee capacity appears excessive to 

address inflationary costs. Regarding tests that might be added in the future, MHA asserts that fees to 

implement new testing requirements should be increased when those requirements happen, not based 

on speculation that they may someday occur. The regulation itself does not make fee increases 

contingent on new testing requirements, so the full measure of those increases could occur while 

maintaining the current testing panel.   

 

To that end, MHA recommends revising the final regulation in one of two ways. Either limit the fee 

increase to the costs of currently authorized tests, with inflationary adjustments as appropriate, or 

specify that fees will increase only as required by new legislative enactments or upon approval of the 

DHSS Genetics Advisory Committee as needed to comply with the Recommended Uniform 

Screening Panel of the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Heritable Disorders in Newborns and 

Children.  The latter option would codify the assumptions of the fiscal note.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Daniel Landon 

Senior Vice President of Governmental Relations 
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